
Great Plains Behavioral Health 
Department Update 



Behavioral Health Department

The Behavioral 
Health Department 
focuses on reducing 
behaviors that lead 

to adverse 
outcomes through 

education, outreach 
and support.



Current Projects

Great Plains Native Connections Program

In partnership with the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe



2018 SD ACE’s & Resiliency Fellow

Great Plains Tribal Chairmen's 
Health Board has a certified ACE 
Interface Master Trainer and South 
Dakota ACE Fellow. Master 
Trainers have received education 
from Dr. Rob Anda and Laura 
Porter, renowned leaders in the 
ACE Study and implementation of 
ACE Study concepts.



Great Plains American Indian Credentialing Board

Current Certifications:
Alcohol & Drug Counselor Trainee (ADCT)

Alcohol & Drug Counselor Level 1
Alcohol & Drug Counselor Level 2
Alcohol & Drug Counselor Level 3

Pending board approval:
Clinical Supervisor 

Prevention Specialist
Peer Recovery



2017-2018 Behavioral Health Training & Technical 
Assistance for State, Tribal, and Local Health Officials 

Program

•CDC Funded project

•Health Officials gain 
knowledge and skills on 
a variety of pertinent 
behavioral health topics



Trainings
•Zero Suicide Training; sponsored by the Great Plains 

Behavioral Health Department

•Question, Persuade, Refer, Treat training sponsored by SD 
Lifeline held in Fort Thompson 

•Traditional Games Training – 4 individuals trained from 
community

•Substance Abuse Prevention Specialist Training (SAPST) – April 
2018



Mental Health First Aid/Youth 
Mental Health First Aid





Needs for Behavioral Health across the 
Great Plains

• There are high rates of drug use on reservations particularly with methamphetamine and opioids 
but little documentation

• Lack of adequate DETOX services/facilities in the reservations

• Few or no services are available to support substance using clients

• Insufficient tribal-specific data on substance use on reservations

• Lack of training about addictions and substance use by physicians and other health care providers

• Lack of methamphetamine/opioid treatment programs for tribal clients

• Need for training specific to methamphetamine and other drug use for tribal court and law 
enforcement staff members

* Based off articulated needs from Tribal Alcohol Treatment Directors



Questions?

Have a 
beautiful 

day ☺


